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HEALTH SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
DR K. STRATTON (Nedlands) [2.53 pm]: I stand to speak in support of the Health Services Amendment Bill, 
a change designed to ensure that the act can be relied upon to drive performance and accountability and bring 
decision-making in our health services closer to patient care. I wish to speak in support of this bill, considering 
other developments and progress in ensuring effectiveness in the administration of our health system. I do so by 
reflecting on a visit that I made a number of weeks ago to the Western Australian Medical Museum. 
The Western Australian Medical Museum is in my electorate in Subiaco and it is situated in Harvey House. 
Harvey House was built in 1897 and was the Government Industrial School until 1916, when it became the site of 
our very first state maternity hospital. At the time of opening, Harvey House was home to just 20 maternity beds, but 
in its first two years, it saw 1 000 deliveries. The very first matron was Eleanor Harvey and, of course, Harvey House 
is named in her honour. Harvey House has been on the state Register of Heritage Places since 2002 and has been 
home to the WA Medical Museum since 1985. This one-of-a-kind museum is run on the back of the work, efforts 
and commitment of a group of eight volunteers who are at once the curators, the administrators, the tour guides and 
the custodians of our medical history in this state. 
That visit gave me an insight to the development of medical care in Western Australia and certainly left me extremely 
grateful that I am a recipient of modern health care. The museum is home to an operating theatre, which showed some 
of the fairly rudimentary, I think it is fair to say, instruments that used to be used in surgery. The other observation 
I made while walking through the museum was how medical care also represents and reflects some of the social 
changes of the time. Of course, all the surgeons represented in the museum were men and all the nurses were women. 
Perhaps one of the other rooms that made me entirely grateful to be on the end of modern health care was the 
dentists’ room with instruments that looked to be more at place, I think it is fair to say, in the tool shed than in 
a dentist’s surgery. Harvey House was home to the original King Edward Memorial Hospital radiology service from 
1952 to 1979. Indeed, one of the volunteers is a radiographer who worked in those rooms. She told me that she 
would regularly get her strength workout from having to move the equipment around. 
Three things particularly stood out to me that I wish to speak to. The first is the model of a maternity ward that 
the museum houses, which shows that childbirth certainly used to be much more of a medical experience than it 
is now. Fathers were not permitted to be present and babies were shown through the nursery glass door between 
3.30 and four in the afternoon and 7.45 and eight in the evening.  
Mr R.H. Cook: That is enough! 
Dr K. STRATTON: I know! There was no cuddling of babies by their dads or grandparents. It also highlighted 
the important ongoing role of midwives. Certainly, it is in contrast with my experience at King Edward, which 
was now 12 years ago and which was much more patient-centred. Certainly, the father of my babies could be present 
for their birth and was also able to feed them, cuddle them and bathe them, rather than just look at them through 
a glass window for a few minutes a day. 
In continuing to advance maternity care, we see that the McGowan government has made a budget commitment 
for a new state-of-the-art women’s and babies’ hospital. This new hospital will be co-located with Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital and Perth Children’s Hospital. This will provide for women who need ready and easy access to 
tertiary medical care, including intensive care, and it will allow babies who require specialist paediatric care to 
access those services at PCH while remaining close to their parents. This continues to build on the leadership and 
advocacy that has been shown by King Edward Memorial Hospital throughout its life. 
Again, I want to pay tribute to my social work colleagues who have demonstrated much of that leadership and whose 
intervention to create specialist medical and social care for particularly vulnerable groups in our community represents 
at once the changing health and social care. In particular, I will refer to the establishment of the adolescent antenatal 
clinic some 30 years ago. When this clinic was first established, it was very controversial because we did not want to 
be seen to be encouraging young women, or young girls in some instances, to be having babies. When this clinic was 
initially established, it only saw young women who were having their first baby when they were under the age of 
18 years. Thanks to the advocacy of social workers and other medical practitioners, this adolescent clinic now provides 
a holistic social and healthcare model to all women under the age of 18, whether they are having their first or second 
baby. Having a baby as a teenager represents not only a complex medical and physical experience, but also a complex 
social experience. King Edward hospital is also the first tertiary maternity hospital in Australia to provide onsite 
mental health inpatient care for new mothers as well as providing a specialist drug and alcohol service. Throughout 
its life, King Edward has been focused on the rights of women and babies to have a safe and dignified delivery.  
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The McGowan government in its last budget invested some $3.3 million for the initial planning of this new hospital. 
In this budget we saw a $5.4 million investment into continuing to develop the business case for the hospital, 
including community consultation to ensure that it meets the needs of our entire Western Australian community. 
Another $1.8 billion, secured through budget surplus, has been set aside to construct this state-of-the-art hospital. 
Another display that stood out to me at the Western Australian Medical Museum was the iron lung and polio display. 
Polio has been all but eradicated in Western Australia and generations of us, including me, will never have to know 
the pain and the impact of polio. Modern vaccines, the outstanding work of medical researchers, are of course 
a part of life for us and, particularly at the moment, a part of ongoing discussions. By the end of November, I will 
live in a fully vaccinated household. As soon as my 17-year-old and 12-year-old became eligible for the COVID-19 
vaccine, they asked to be vaccinated. When I asked them why they wanted to be vaccinated, their responses were that 
they wanted to take responsibility for their own health and because their grandmother is receiving cancer treatment 
at the moment and in an immunocompromised state and they want to do what they can to keep her as safe as possible. 
They both acknowledged that it is their responsibility as a community member to do the right thing and roll up for 
WA. To be fair, my 12-year-old was also pretty keen to put it on her Instagram profile and to have the opportunity 
to #RollUp4WA. She was very excited to be able to do that after she had her first dose a few weeks ago. What 
I have in my house then is a 12-year-old and a 17-year-old with a greater sense of responsibility, a greater sense of 
community and, dare I say, a greater sense of maturity than that currently displayed by some select groups we see 
in our community with their threats and aggression. 
I want to send out a particular message to the older gentleman who thought that it was appropriate to come into 
my office on Monday and verbally abuse my young female staff member because he did not agree with mandatory 
vaccination. I want him, and others, to know that that kind of behaviour is not to be tolerated. I also want to say 
thanks to the Department of the Premier and Cabinet for supporting my staff member on what was a very difficult 
day and week, and for helping us to put in place measures to ensure that we are safe. I also want to say to that 
gentleman that what he has achieved is that for the next little while he has changed the way that people can access 
their local representative, and that hardly represents the choice and the freedom that he claimed to argue for. I see 
that as not just ironic; that is perhaps a little hypocritical as well. 
Having said that, I am proud that my electorate has one of the highest vaccination rates in Western Australia. In 
my office we speak routinely to older people who have had no hesitation in rolling up for WA. In part it is because 
they felt vulnerable, but, again, they also feel a sense of community and are committed to doing what is best for 
Western Australia. As someone who has a research background, I am very happy to put my faith, my health and that 
of my children in the hands of our scientists and in the hands of scientific evidence in rolling up for WA. I urge 
everyone to follow the scientific evidence, not the Facebook evidence, and to follow the leadership of both our 
elders and our children in ensuring that we are all vaccinated and all safe. 
The third thing at the museum that stood out to me was the ongoing role and contribution of nurses to health care 
in Western Australia. The Medical Museum has a display that demonstrates the contribution that nurses have 
made, particularly during wartime, and the immense mental and physical trauma that they have had to deal with. 
It also shows the ongoing contribution of midwives. The government has continued to support nurses, with our budget 
commitment to recruit and retain nurses in the WA health system. We have a $71.6 million commitment for the 
attraction and retention of a health workforce, focusing on recruiting nurses from overseas and interstate, encouraging 
nurses to return to the workforce and upskilling, and a graduate nurse program. We have had 1 000 new nurses 
and midwives enter our health system since January. 
Finally, I want to mention a recent advance in the provision of health care in my electorate of Nedlands. I congratulate 
Hollywood Private Hospital for the opening of its brand new private emergency department earlier this week. 
Hollywood Private Hospital is part of Ramsay Health Care and is the largest private hospital in Australia. This is 
the first private emergency department to open north of the river and it will provide the patients of my electorate, 
as well as the broader Western Australian community, with a choice in where they access emergency health care. 
Mr R.H. Cook: It will be a cracking show. 
Dr K. STRATTON: Absolutely. It was my pleasure yesterday to join the Minister for Health to go and see the 
13 emergency department bays, resuscitation room, isolation room and triage assessment room that are all supported 
by an additional 60-bed ward. Hollywood hospital has also transformed over the years from being exclusively 
a veterans hospital to being a provider of specialist outpatient, inpatient, medical, mental health and surgical care for 
all Western Australians. I particularly congratulate CEO Peter Mott and his team on the opening of this brand new 
facility and wish them luck for when they open the emergency department doors to their very first patients on Monday. 
Deputy Speaker, I am happy to stand in support of this bill as we continue to advance the effectiveness of our 
healthcare delivery in Western Australia. 
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MS H.M. BEAZLEY (Victoria Park) [3.05 pm]: I rise to speak on the Health Services Amendment Bill 2021. 
The bill amends the Health Services Act 2016 to refine this act’s effectiveness. The bill amends the functions and 
powers of the Minister for Health, the department CEO and health service providers to improve the functioning of 
the Western Australian health system and to overcome operational and administrative burdens that have been 
encountered since the act commenced. The bill is, in essence, mainly administrative. It is also essential for the effect 
it will have on the functioning of our health system, health service providers and the patients these providers care for. 
The bill aims to increase the initial act’s effectiveness. The act was designed to provide a contemporary and devolved 
governance model for the WA health system. The bill will see the intent of that act realised and ensure that the 
act can be relied upon to drive performance, accountability and, very importantly, bring decision-making closer to 
patient care. It adds to the McGowan government’s focus on putting patients first. The intent of the bill is to increase 
the performance, decision-making and responsibility of the WA health system and have service offerings empathise 
more to patient needs and, as such, better accommodate their needs. As a result of this legislation, the health system 
will realise improvements across a broad range of matters, including matters relating to employment, powers of 
inquiry, information use and disclosure, service agreements, notices of financial difficulty, and the delegation of 
powers under the act. 
Health service providers, or HSPs, are keen to continually improve their offerings, patient care and collaborative 
relationships with fellow providers. The amendments contained within this bill will empower HSPs to more 
effectively provide services to, and receive services from, one another. This in turn can help HSPs work with and 
within the health system to develop a coordinated road map and streamlined network of health services that better 
address the needs and priorities of health consumers, clinicians, researchers and providers. In addition, this bill 
will assist in the sharing of resources between providers, allowing for more effective utilisation of the health system’s 
resources and funds. 
The amendments in this bill focus on a variety of areas; however, there are four that are of particular significance 
that I would like to make note of. First is the strengthening of the duties of board members under the act by clearly 
setting out board members’ duties in their management of conflicts of interest and fiduciary duties to their health 
service provider and to the state more broadly. The significance of this amendment lies in its ability to create a higher 
level of transparency and integrity in respect to any personal interests held by board members, and for board members 
to effectively scrutinize what constitutes a conflict of interest between the personal interests of a board member 
and the interests of the health service provider. Transparency in this setting is crucial to ensure that these decisions 
are taken seriously so as not to jeopardise patient care and the sensible functioning of the WA health system. 
The second area will refine the director general’s powers of inquiry to allow the inquirer to enter and inspect the 
premises of health service providers for inquiry purposes rather than being limited to holding hearings. In such 
situations, we all know the significant improvement in information gathering and understanding of context and 
culture that can be achieved when people are able to be present in person rather than only around a hearing table, 
which still remains an important and valuable tool in the inquiry process. 
This clause will amend section 187 to give the person leading an inquiry the power to enter and inspect premises, 
examine and make copies of records, require a person on the premises to provide information and require the 
production of records, or similar, to conduct an inquiry. Refusal to meet these requirement is to be made an offence. 
These powers are a replication of the powers that the department CEO may use currently when conducting an 
investigation, inspection or audit. In addition to an added transparency measure, all final reports following an 
inquiry are required to be presented to the minister and the department’s CEO. 
The third area will more clearly define the role of a system manager and strengthen the system manager’s powers 
to oversee and hold HSPs accountable for their performance. The system manager role is defined as the role of 
managing the WA health system for the purpose of providing stewardship, strategic leadership and direction, and 
allocating resources for the provision of public health services in the state. These proposed subsections are intended 
to make clear that the system manager’s role does not extend to interfering in, or being responsible for, the operation 
of contracted health entities. This, instead, encompasses a duty to do what is best for the longevity of the WA health 
system and the continued quality and sustainability of its offering to patients. 
Lastly, the fourth area will improve the management of health service provider employees through a range of 
amendments to the employment-related sections of the act. An example of these amendments relating to employees 
is the responsibility of the chief executive to manage, supervise and direct employees. The bill also clarifies that the 
employing authority of a health service provider is either the board or the chief executive, depending on how the HSP 
is governed. A chief executive of a chief executive–governed HSP will retain its functions to employ, transfer and 
dismiss employees. That is the same as a board government HSP, which will be able to delegate its functions as 
an employing authority to the chief executive. 
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Today, with the unprecedented pressures on our state’s health system, with more presentations across the system 
and greater acuity in those presentations, I am particularly interested in the potential of this last featured amendment 
to improve the recruitment, development and management of HSP employees. Giving greater agency to HSP chief 
executives and boards regarding their workforce will present a powerful opportunity to pursue improvements in 
developing workforce performance measures and targets and—I think this is most important in our current 
environment—enticing workers, supporting the ongoing training of workers and offering real and attractive career 
paths for our valued current HSP employees as well as those we are endeavouring to attract into the system and 
back into the system. 
This amendment will also allow for a closer management relationship between health service provision and the 
workforce. It will better support collaborative planning activities between work streams. For instance, when an 
HSP models future demand and capacity mapping for health services, this will now be done in conjunction with 
the same exercises for the workforce in terms of size, qualifications, experience, diversity and more, as the HSP will 
have greater direct control of recruitment, retention, training and placement. This will allow for a sounder basis 
for planning, and therefore better outcomes can be expected. 
Just recently, in mid-August, the Minister for Health, together with the Premier, announced that this government 
will invest in a multipronged workforce attraction and retention strategy as part of our $1.9 billion injection into 
health and mental health initiatives within our 2021–22 state budget. Part of this investment includes $71.6 million 
to employ more doctors, nurses and midwives across the WA health system. We expect that this additional investment 
will see approximately 100 doctors and 500 nurses working on our hospital wards as well as 1 100 graduates nurses 
this year and 1 200 next year. 
To further support recruitment, nine additional nursing occupations have been added to the state-nominated 
migration program in WA, an initiative that enables visa holders already in Australia to fill jobs that are not being 
met by local workers. Nursing occupations that are being added to the program include aged care, paediatrics, 
surgical, development, disability and rehabilitation. A key focus of this recently announced recruitment strategy will 
be attracting back into the workforce experienced nurses and midwives who have taken time out of their careers. 
Free refresher courses are being launched for nurses and midwives to provide a smooth transition back into the health 
system. These courses will also allow existing staff to increase their skills and knowledge. 
Between when the COVID-19 pandemic began and up to the end of the March quarter, a record 2 148 healthcare 
workers have been employed. More than 750 full-time equivalent nurses and midwives were employed in the 
WA health system between January and June this year alone. Within these contexts, we can see the value of the 
amendments of this bill that will allow for improvements in the management of the health workforce and bring 
decision-making about all facets of workforce administration closer to the coalface of patient care and accountability. 
At 2.5 million square kilometres, Western Australia’s health system covers the largest area of any single health 
network in the world. There are many implications for our state’s size and population density spread. One is the 
challenge on our health system to provide quality, consistent and sustainable care, no matter where people live. 
One weapon in our arsenal to meet that challenge is to make updates, tweaks and improvements as needed to 
governing acts such as the Health Services Act 2016. Amendment bills such as this can have a great cumulative 
benefit to our state and its health system. We know that effective administrative procedures allow for the effective 
care of some of our most vulnerable people, from delivering newborns to providing end-of-life care across the 
metropolitan, regional and remote areas of our expansive state. 
The effectiveness of the health system is what allowed me to overcome what would have been a deadly diagnosis 
of a rare blood disease. Our strong public health system provides for all our citizens, regardless of socio-economic 
or geographic circumstances. Its continuous improvement should be something that we consistently and actively 
pursue in this place. This bill was presented to Parliament during the last term with minimal opposition. The Labor 
government looks forward to enjoying the support of the opposition in its reintroduction. Amendment bills like 
this play a valuable role in keeping legislation current and working better for our community. I commend the 
Health Services Amendment Bill 2021 to the house. 
MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.17 pm]: I also rise to make a contribution 
to the Health Services Amendment Bill 2021. The comments that have been made were very interesting. The bill 
clarifies the roles and responsibilities at each level of the health system and is intended to ensure that each health 
service provider is held responsible and accountable for the delivery of health services within a designated area. 
I am very happy to say that I am a regular user of our health system. This week, my family attended the emergency 
room of Fiona Stanley Hospital twice on different days—once at 11.00 pm and again at 5.00 am. We have some 
amazing health staff. They have been under pressure from dealing with COVID-19 and the stresses of their work 
for some time. As a regular user of health services, especially at Fiona Stanley Hospital, I have to tell the minister 
and members how impressed I have always been with the courtesy, time, patience and professionalism of the staff. 
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If the minister can commend his health service provider staff on behalf of my community and family, I would 
greatly appreciate it.  
I recall this bill being introduced into the last Parliament. I draw members’ attention to some comments the former 
member for Dawesville, the shadow health minister at the time, made in his speech. I refer to his comments in 
Hansard during the second reading debate of the bill on 19 March 2020, which I think are interesting. He spoke about 
car parking and transiting through some hospital sites, on which his government had an interesting history. I will not 
talk about Perth Children’s Hospital and car parks and all the things that it did. I found it interesting that at the start 
of 2020, when the former member for Dawesville, the eventual Leader of the Opposition, was planning his leadership 
coup, he said on 19 March 2020, “We support the government’s decision to move the new maternity hospital to the 
QEII site” even though, again, within a few months, there was no funding put towards that in the Liberal Party’s 
election commitments. The Liberal Party did not fund it even though it supported it. The other thing in his speech 
that I want to mention, without holding up members for too long, which I do not agree with, was his statement — 

it builds upon the good work of the previous government that brought about significant changes … of the 
health system … 

A number of things could have been done a whole lot better when the previous Liberal Party government built 
Fiona Stanley Hospital, which was funded and paid for by the previous Carpenter–Gallop government and under 
the previous health minister, Jim McGinty. Of course, we cannot say “Barnett government” and “Perth Children’s 
Hospital” without people cringing and worrying, so I will not go too much into that. 
Members, I would like to highlight a couple of important things within my community. We have some fantastic health 
service providers. The strength of our hospital system, though, is propped up and supported by an incredible system 
of general practitioners and pharmacies within our community. I wish to inform the Parliament of Western Australia 
and the Minister for Health of some amazing GPs and doctors surgeries in my electorate. First of all, I would 
like to comment on and inform the Parliament about the Canning Vale After Hours GP Clinic, accessed from 
Blenheim Road, Canning Vale. It is a fantastic after-hours service and is open till 10.00 pm most nights. It is 
a fantastic GP service that the people of Canning Vale and surrounds appreciate. I thank the practice on behalf of 
Mark McGowan and myself, Terry Healy, and the Parliament of Western Australia—thank you for looking after 
our community. 
I would like to inform the chamber, the Parliament of Western Australia, of the very, very hardworking Corfield Doctors 
Surgery, which members will find on Corfield Street, Gosnells. I want to thank it on behalf of the community for 
looking after so many patients and members of the community within my area. It is on Corfield Street near the IGA, 
as many members of the Gosnells community will know. It has very, very hardworking staff and I appreciate all 
the work that they do as we have managed our way through COVID and all the challenges that the community has 
faced. On behalf of Mark McGowan and the Parliament of Western Australia — 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member, you need to refer to the Premier by his correct title. 
Mr T.J. HEALY: Certainly; I am very happy to say thank you on behalf of the Premier, myself and the Parliament 
of Western Australia for looking after our community. 
I would like to inform members, the Minister for Health and the Parliament of Western Australia of the very, very 
hardworking staff at Prime Medical Centre—formerly KMG Medical Centre—in my community. It performs an 
exemplary service for our community. It looks after all sorts of different circumstances—COVID vaccinations and 
different ailments. It looked after my family for about 10 years and is the location where the two pregnancies of 
my family were announced. Two doctors there told my wife and I that she was pregnant. It is a very, very special 
location. But on behalf of my community I want to thank and acknowledge Prime Medical Centre and the work 
that it has done for many, many years. Again, I inform the Parliament of Western Australia and the minister of the 
great work that it has done and continues to do. I thank them on behalf of the Premier and on behalf of the Parliament 
of Western Australia. 
Members, I would like to inform the chamber about the very, very hardworking Southern River Family Practice, 
which is located in the Southern River Shopping Centre, and the great work it does. I am happy to inform the 
Parliament of Western Australia, the Premier and the health minister of the great work that this GP clinic does in 
Southern River. The staff are very, very hardworking and diligent, who look after all of us in the community. 
I thank them on behalf of the Premier and the Parliament of Western Australia. 
If members are looking for sound health and medical advice, please do not be confused, because right across the 
road from the Southern River Family Practice is, of course, the office of Hon Nick Goiran. If members are looking 
for good medical advice, please do not accidentally turn into the wrong office. I think it is important to note that 
when we are talking about the health and safety of Western Australians, there is a great threat and great risk to 
Western Australia, and it comes from those anti-vaxxers. It comes from those parliamentarians within the existing 
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Western Australian Liberal Party who are not brave enough to stand up. I encourage them to keep trying to stand 
up. Some might say that the opposition is not a very strong group. It is. I think that the Nationals WA and Liberals 
together can continue to work towards the stronger health of Western Australians by coming together and standing 
up to Nick Goiran so that the health and safety of all Western Australians can be improved. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member, sorry; you need to, once again, refer to the member of the other place by his 
correct title. 

Mr R.H. Cook: Not the title you want to give him. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: I am very happy to refer to the honourable—can I say “disgraced” Hon Nick Goiran. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: As long as “honourable” is in there somewhere. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: I might say “dishonourable”. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, you cannot say that. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Dastardly? Despicable? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Despicable, honourable—“honourable” is the correct title. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Democrat Christian—if I was looking to continue the Ds, because he was a Christian Democratic 
but then became a Liberal to do those things that he wanted to do. On that theme—I will move on and acknowledge, 
of course, the dastardly despicable Nick Goiran. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, member. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Hon Nick Goiran in the other place—for those people who do stand up to Nick Goiran, I would 
like to mention an article in today’s The West Australian. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member! Once again, it is “honourable”. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Hon Nick Goiran. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: I quote, for the purposes of Hansard, an article by Peter Law in today’s The West Australian, 
Thursday, 28 October 2021, about some people in the Liberal Party who have stood up to Nick Goiran. There is 
a motion to expel him from the Liberal Party, moved by the Rossmoyne–Shelley branch. 

For the purposes of Hansard, I will quote The West Australian of Thursday, 28 October 2021—“Nick Goiran and 
Peter Collier: WA Liberal Party start attempt to expel Upper House MPs”. I am happy to lay this on the table for 
other members of the opposition if they would like to know how people within the Liberal Party can stand up to 
Nick Goiran. It states — 

Rank-and-file members of the WA Liberal Party have initiated an attempt to expel Upper House MPs 
Nick Goiran and Peter Collier from the party. 

Again, this is about the health of all Western Australians. It continues — 

The party’s Rossmoyne and Shelley branch — 

Good on you — 

on Tuesday passed a motion on Tuesday to refer Mr Goiran and Mr Collier to the party’s Appeals and 
Disciplinary Committee. 

… 

Liberal sources, however, questioned the committee’s independence, claiming four of the seven members 
were aligned to Mr Goiran. 

I know the member for Vasse has raised the independence of some committees and I am sure that she will raise an 
exemption about that nonpartisan query. It continues — 

The brawl exploded in the safe Liberal electorate of Tangney, — 

Which is the federal electorate that my electorate is a part of — 

which is held by Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s right-hand man Ben Morton. 

Former party leader Mike Nahan is the new president of the Rossmoyne and Shelley branch. 
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Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Southern River! 
Withdrawal of Remark 

Ms L. METTAM: I do not know what this has got to do with the bill. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. 
Ms J.J. Shaw: Did he just send you a text message? 
Ms L. METTAM: No. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, thank you. There is no point of order. 
Member for Southern River, on some advice I have been given, the comments that were made earlier in regard to 
how you should refer to the person being Hon Nick Goiran from the other place are and were unparliamentary. I ask 
you to withdraw those previous comments, please. Then I ask you to get back to talking about the bill at hand. 
Mr T.J. HEALY: I withdraw those remarks. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr T.J. HEALY: For those purposes, I am happy to lay this article on the table for the remainder of the day so 
that I can move on. 
I have talked about the importance of the GPs who prop up our health services network in Western Australia. I am 
happy to now mention some of the amazing pharmacists who are in Gosnells, Southern River, Huntingdale and 
Canning Vale, and the important role they play. The Night and Day Pharmacy in Canning Vale, which members can 
find next to the other IGA in Canning Vale, plays an important role. It is open until 10.00 pm. I cannot tell you the 
number of times I have been there at about 9.45 pm with a script, or looking for an urgent box of nappies or some 
medication that I have needed. A huge number of families in my community rely on the Night and Day Pharmacy 
in Canning Vale. I would like to say, on behalf of the Parliament of Western Australia and Premier McGowan, 
how much we appreciate it. I inform the Minister for Health that it is a fantastic facility within my electorate. It is 
a big supporter of our community. 
I mention the Caring Pharmacy in Huntingdale, which also offers a number of vaccinations for COVID. You will 
find it on the corner of Warton Road and Corfield Street. Again, that pharmacy is a big supporter of our community 
in Huntingdale and the surrounding suburbs. The friendly faces and caring staff always look after all the members 
of my local community. On behalf of the Parliament of Western Australia and the Premier, I thank the staff of that 
pharmacy. We greatly appreciate the service and the role that it plays in our community. 
I also mention healthSAVE Huntingdale Village Pharmacy, and Harsha and her team, who are based on Pipit Close 
in Huntingdale. On behalf of the Parliament of Western Australia, Deputy Speaker, I am sure you will join me in 
congratulating those people for the great work that they do in our community, making sure that all the members 
of our community are safe, looked after and cared for, and how much we greatly appreciate them. 
I finally mention one last pharmacy, and that is Priceline Pharmacy in Canning Vale, which can be found at the 
Vale Shopping Centre. Again, it is a fantastic institution. I use it regularly and it looks after many of the members 
of my community. On behalf of the Parliament of Western Australia and the Premier, Mark McGowan, I would 
like to thank the staff there for all the work that they do. 
Speaking of pharmacies, as I am sure the Deputy Speaker is aware, because we share the same local government area, 
Gosnells council recently elected two pharmacists to our local council. I take this opportunity to say congratulations 
to those two pharmacists who are now serving councillors on Gosnells council. I also take this opportunity to 
say congratulations to the new Gosnells Mayor Terresa Lynes and Deputy Mayor Adam Hort. I welcome back 
Councillor Lynes and Councillor Serena Williamson, and I congratulate and welcome Councillors Caren Baayens 
and Kevin McDonald, and, of course, the returning Councillors Peter Abetz and David Goode. On behalf of the 
Parliament of Western Australia and the Gosnells community, I thank former Mayor Goode and former 
Deputy Mayor Abetz. Thank you for all your service to our community. Deputy Speaker, I look forward to working 
with you and the rest of our community to make sure that all of us work together to make sure that Gosnells is an 
even better place tomorrow than it is today. 
I think this is a fantastic bill. I certainly commend this bill to the house. I look forward to providing all those 
pharmacies and GPs with a comprehensive copy of the parliamentary Hansard from today. I thank members and 
I commend the bill to the house. 
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MR D.A.E. SCAIFE (Cockburn) [3.33 pm]: I rise to speak on the Health Services Amendment Bill 2021. This 
bill, although technical in nature, will make important changes to the Health Services Act 2016. Obviously, it deals 
particularly with the governance arrangements around the delivery of our health services in Western Australia, and 
the provisions of this bill will clarify many of the responsibilities within our health services system. It will ensure 
that there is no ambiguity around the governance structures for our health services system. It is so important that 
we get those governance structures right, because if we did not get those governance structures right, we would be 
derelict in our duty to our public health system and therefore derelict in our duty to the people of Western Australia. 
We have seen in the past what happens when a government is derelict in its duty to properly maintain our health 
system. We saw that with the absolute debacle that was the construction and delivery of the Perth Children’s Hospital 
by the former Barnett Liberal–National government. Just talking now to the member for Churchlands, that was and 
remains a prime example of the failure of government procurement in Australia, and probably in the whole western 
world. It was an absolutely disastrous project, and I will speak in detail shortly about just how bad the delivery of 
Perth Children’s Hospital by the former Liberal–National government was. 
I want to say at the outset that the reason I have risen today to contribute to the debate on this bill is that I take the 
delivery of public health services to my local community very seriously. There are few things more important than 
ensuring that our local community—my local community in Cockburn—has access to great public health services. 
That is why I am so proud to be part of this government. This government is getting on with the job of ensuring 
that our public health system delivers for Western Australians. 
I say to the Minister for Health that I think he is doing an excellent job in stewarding the health portfolio in very 
difficult times. Members may know that I am quite an assiduous doorknocker. I make a point of going out and 
doorknocking every weekend. I have spoken to the health minister before about the fact that the significant pressure 
that our health system is currently under is something that gets raised with me by local constituents when I am out 
doorknocking and when I am engaging with people in community groups; however, they also tell me that they are 
so glad that this government is in charge of our health system during this difficult time. They have complete 
confidence that this Premier and health minister are on top of the issues. It has been so much easier for me to have 
that conversation with them by being able to tell them about the McGowan government’s $1.9 billion investment 
in our health system. It shows how seriously we take our health system. 
I particularly acknowledge Dianne Vradis-Perry and Maggie Zentner, two local Yangebup residents—that is my 
neighbourhood—who have raised concerns with me but who have also engaged with and are very appreciative of 
the very significant investment that this McGowan government is making. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: They obviously haven’t been sitting in an ambulance! 
Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: I will get to ambulance services, member for Roe, do not worry; I have something for you 
then. We can get stuck into it at that point. The member for Vasse will get a mention, as well, but let us save the 
best for last. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: One always has to signpost one’s material. As a former teacher, the member for Wanneroo 
will know that signposting is a critical skill. I see her nodding. 
Of course, as part of that $1.9 billion investment, we are seeing practical measures being delivered to the people 
of Western Australia. We are seeing more beds and more doctors, we are going to see more nurses, and we will see 
that significant pressure taken off our health system and dealt with. Of course, that means real practical outcomes 
for the Cockburn community. Part of that investment will see the delivery of roughly 223 general hospital beds and 
about 109 mental health beds, and those will filter down to the local level to the hospitals that my constituents 
access. For example, I can point to the 22 hospital-in-the-home beds that are being delivered in Rockingham and 
Fremantle. I can also point to the 85 new inpatient beds announced in the budget. That will come to over a dozen 
beds at Fiona Stanley Hospital, a very busy tertiary hospital that the people in my electorate use, and also 18 beds 
at Fremantle Hospital. I have to say that I am so excited about what this government is doing with Fremantle Hospital. 
It is taking an existing facility and using it to address the pressing need to provide mental health services for people 
all across Perth, particularly in the southern suburbs. We opened 24 beds at Fremantle Hospital prior to the budget, 
so these are additional beds, and work is well underway to create the south metropolitan specialist mental health 
hub. That will have more than a 100-bed inpatient admission capacity to provide better access to expert care for 
patients with mental health illnesses in the south metropolitan region. That is somewhere my constituents in Cockburn 
will be able to go to.  
I am really proud to say that the Fremantle Hospital buildings will be redeveloped, refurbished and delivered with 
an expected completion date of 2023. That is a fantastic contribution to health services in our southern corridor. 
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I really want to acknowledge the work done by the Premier and the Minister for Health to make sure that we provide 
those services for people in Cockburn and the southern suburbs. 
Of course, that $1.9 billion investment comes on top of the government’s commitment of $1.8 billion to build a new 
women’s and babies’ hospital. Obviously, the member for Nedlands gets to have crowing rights over that hospital 
as it will be in her electorate, but we all know from an asset like King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women that 
the new women’s and babies’ hospital is really a state asset. It will be used and accessed by families all around 
Western Australia and the metropolitan area, and I know that people from my constituency of Cockburn will also 
benefit from it. We heard the member for Nedlands talk about the significant changes in the way that we care for 
babies and families in our hospitals. It is so pleasing that this government is investing in a brand new facility to 
make sure that we have the new facilities that match our new approaches to ensure that families get the absolute 
best start in life. 
I would like to talk about one of the other successes around Fiona Stanley Hospital that we have seen in recent 
times—that is, the transitioning of just over 600 workers at Fiona Stanley Hospital into the public sector. This is 
going to be a great legacy of this government. It builds on the great work done by the Minister for Water and the 
Water Corporation to ensure that workers who had been outsourced were moved back in-house. This is yet another 
step in the right direction to ensure that essential services such as health and water are safely held in public hands.  

I want to put on the record, so that my constituents are well aware of it, that as of 2 August, about 633 staff who 
were working in the areas of cleaning, patient catering and internal logistics at Fiona Stanley Hospital have now 
been brought into the public sector. Those people now have jobs that are more secure. They have access to a better 
industrial relations framework and they are doing work on behalf of and employed by the government and the 
people of Western Australia. Members of the opposition have decried this. It is really quite an absurd proposition. 
I have dealt directly with constituents who have been affected by this change and I want to say to the health minister 
that this change has made a real difference in those people’s lives. I had one constituent in particular approach 
me with an issue that they were having as part of the transition. There are always a few bumps in the road as 
we go through major transitions like this. I was able to assist her with that and, as a result, she has a permanent 
job with secure terms. She is so pleased to be employed by the public sector again, as she rightfully should be. 
I really congratulate the health minister on that because it is a fantastic achievement and it will be a legacy of this 
McGowan government. 

I want to address what I signposted earlier—that is, what happens when our governance mechanisms and our 
procurement processes fail. What happens is precisely what happened with the delivery of Perth Children’s Hospital. 
We have in the chamber the Minister for Finance, who was the Chair of the Public Accounts Committee when it 
undertook its inquiry into Perth Children’s Hospital. He is much more of an authority on this than I am, but I thought 
that I would take us through a little about why it is absurd to have to listen, day in and day out, to the insipid 
performances and the puerile criticisms from the opposition about this government’s management of the health 
system. Some days I cannot work out whether these opposition members are not shameless enough, and other days 
I think they are too shameless. On this issue, they are too shameless. It is galling to sit in the chamber and be lectured 
to about the health system by members of political parties that were part of a government responsible for the delivery 
of a children’s hospital that had lead in the water. 

Several opposition members interjected. 

Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: They are arcing up and this is when we know we have got them. They are literally trying to 
defend the indefensible. They are sitting there with straight faces and they are trying to say to my constituents that 
they are proud of the fact that they were part of a government that put lead in the water of a children’s hospital. If 
that was not bad enough, there was asbestos in the roof as well! It is actually absurd that they can sit there and arc up 
on this. They should slink away under some rock when this issue is raised because it is so absurd. Let us go even 
further than that. The fire doors were not up to standard and they did not work either. Members opposite were going 
to put children and families in a hospital that put them at risk of fire, lead poisoning and exposure to asbestos in the 
roof. We have just passed a bill about the closure of Wittenoom, yet opposition members want to pick a fight on 
this issue. I counsel members of the opposition: this is not their strong suit. We know that this is an opposition that 
does not play to its strengths, so it is not surprising that they are arcing up again today. 

It is so interesting to read the excellent report of the Public Accounts Committee. The report was put out in 
March 2018 and is entitled PCH—a long waiting period: A critique of the state’s management and oversight of 
the Perth Children’s Hospital project. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Member, can I interrupt? You might want to let the other side know that it was a unanimous report. 
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Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: The member for Armadale is quite right; it was a unanimous report. I believe that the 
honourable Dean Nalder, the former member for Bateman, was the deputy chair of that committee. I checked that 
report specifically. There was no minority report. 

Ms L. Mettam: We look forward to the independent report being tabled later this year. 

Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: This is very interesting. The member for Vasse does not even trust feedback from a former 
member of this house who represented the Liberal Party and who was the deputy chair of that committee. There 
was no dissenting report, no minority report or anything of that type. Let us have a look at what the former member 
for Bateman Dean Nalder agreed to as part of that unanimous report. Some of the report’s findings can be found 
under the heading “A project marred by assurance failures” and the subheading “Lead contamination of the potable 
water supply”. This is what the report says — 

State representatives believed that JHPL’s plumbing sub-contractor commissioned the water supply in 
a substandard manner, resulting in the “dezincification” of brass fittings in the PCH plumbing network. 

Later on the report says — 

The Chief Health Officer’s review found dezincification to be the source of elevated lead levels. 
I was not in the chamber while these issues were going on, but I know members who were at the time would ask 
questions about a project that was plainly going wrong. Yet, members of the Barnett Liberal–National government, 
for example, the then Treasurer, Hon Dr Mike Nahan, would say, “The advice we have got is that everything is 
looking hunky-dory. There is no problem here.” It is unbelievable that the former government could just blindly 
continue to rely on the briefing notes provided to it and make those points in the Assembly. 
Mr D.R. Michael: Member, you were not here for the last four years. You should have been here a long time ago 
for all sorts of other reasons, but you were not here. They used to have a crack at us for not opening the hospital 
when we were trying to fix it. The minister had to put up with it. 
Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: I can imagine that. The Labor government did not open the hospital, the construction of which 
the former government presided over, which was full of asbestos, had lead in the water and fire doors that did not 
work properly. As I say, I do not know whether the Liberal and National Parties are not shameless enough or too 
shameless on some days of the week. Here is another item from the report, which says — 

Unitised roof panels (URP) were installed in the PCH atrium in mid-2014. On 11 July 2016, workers cut 
into these panels to fit an additional mechanical smoke exhaust system. This work generated significant dust. 

Later on, after the report records some of the testing, it says — 
These tests confirmed the presence of chrysotile (white) asbestos. It has been unlawful in Australia to 
‘import, store, supply, sell, install, or re-use’ asbestos containing materials since 31 December 2003. 

It is absolutely shocking that this is what the people of Western Australia had delivered to them as a children’s hospital 
in the 2010s. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: As I alluded to earlier, there was then that issue of the noncompliant fire door sets. For the benefit 
of my constituents, these fire door sets are crucial in preventing the spread of fire. They are a crucial fire-mitigation 
structure. What turned out to be the case is quoted in the committee report — 

In late 2015 and early 2016, Strategic Projects and JHPL’s independent building certifier identified compliance 
issues with a significant number installed doorsets. The noncompliant elements included the spacing between 
door fixings, unacceptable gaps under the doors and the use of plastic hinge packers rather than metal. 

Can members imagine installing plastic hinge packers on fire door sets? I do not even need to be an expert in this 
area to spot the problem. Of course it is no surprise now that members of the opposition have gone quiet, because 
they have realised that they have bitten off more than they can chew on this one. They were better off just leaving 
this alone, because they were part of a government that had plastic hinge packers as part of fire door sets. It is 
laughable what the former government thought was a proper approach to the delivery of health services. 
The problem is that that completely incompetent approach to our health system is not just a feature of the past. We 
see day in, day out in this chamber that members of the opposition want to criticise and undermine. They do not do 
it in a constructive way. They want to tear apart the way that this government is managing a once-in-a-century health 
crisis, which is the COVID-19 pandemic. We have seen Hon Nick Goiran paying for ads on his Facebook page 
that pander to the extreme, frankly, violent anti-vaxxers in our community. No weasel words can get around the fact 
that Hon Nick Goiran is using coded language to make sure those people see him as a supporter. That is clearly what 
he is doing. I am not aware of any other member of Parliament paying for ads that do anything other than encourage 
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people to get vaccinated. I say to Hon Nick Goiran: maybe spend some of that money on encouraging constituents to 
get vaccinated rather than running pathetic scare campaigns aimed at signing up members of the alt-right, the extreme 
fringe, to your pathetic political cause. 
Another thing I want to pick on that shows the facile nature of what the opposition does is the way it has approached 
the Legislative Council’s inquiry into ambulance services in Western Australia. Yesterday, we saw a truly appalling 
performance in question time in which opposition members, members who have been here much longer than I, 
tried to ask a series of fumbled questions of the health minister about an inquiry being conducted by a committee 
of the Legislative Council. Even I know, having been here for all of eight months, that that is not something that 
the health minister can be asked about. It was a truly laughable performance. The problem is that it is not just 
laughable, it is dangerous. It is a dangerous performance from the opposition. The Liberals and Nationals were 
dangerous when they were in government and responsible for putting lead in the water, they were dangerous when 
they were in government installing faulty fire doors, they were dangerous when they were in government putting 
asbestos in the roof at the children’s hospital, and they are dangerous now that the opposition cannot do a better job 
of holding this government to account. 
I want to say something to the member for Roe on the ambulance inquiry, because I have heard him and others 
make comments that the inquiry is an attempt to create more union influence in our ambulance system—membership 
forms will be stapled to contracts! It is this kind of 1990s Howard–Richard Court–esque militancy on trade unions. 
I was a lawyer on behalf of trade unions and workers for many years, and I dealt with quite a few ambulance officers 
in my time, and I can tell the member for Roe now that almost all of them are already in the union. This has nothing 
to do with a recruitment drive. There is no secret here. I believe that in the United Firefighters Union Australia there 
is a joke when members sit down that there is an outstanding item on the agenda, which is the three people who are 
not members of the union in the whole workforce. The ambulance officers may not be quite that good, but they are 
not far behind, member for Roe. Despite the member’s idea that the inquiry is part of some kind of conspiracy by 
the union to sign up members, they really do not need to go to those lengths. I think the member for Roe is chasing 
his tail on that one. That is simply not playing a straight bat about what that inquiry is about. The opposition continues 
this bizarre line of attack by which it beats the drum for privatisation; it is terribly worried about outsourced jobs 
being moved into the public sector and it is not on board in making sure people get vaccinated. These are the same 
people who delivered to us probably the most disastrous public health build in modern Australian history. With 
that, I commend this bill to the house. 
MR Y. MUBARAKAI (Jandakot — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.58 pm]: I rise to make a brief contribution 
on the Health Services Amendment Bill 2021. Some of my colleagues have previously noted in their contributions 
the amendments to the legislation and their impact on technical language and ambiguities. They have also talked 
about how the bill will improve an efficient health system and allow the Department of Health to do what it does 
best. The Health Services Act 2016 is relatively new legislation, which acts as an umbrella framework, for such 
acts as the Mental Health Act 2014, Motor Vehicles (Catastrophic Injuries) Act 2016, Queen Elizabeth II Medical 
Centre Act 1966 and University Medical School, Teaching Hospitals Act 1955. They are some of the acts that will 
feel the impact of the amendment bill that we are discussing in this house. This bill basically shows us that this 
minister and the McGowan government have a laser-like focus, which is narrowed onto our health system, right 
down to the small details. It shows that the McGowan government puts patients first in our health system. 
Members are aware that since early March 2020, we have endured one of the worst crises or situations with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In all seriousness, this has had an impact not only on the health, but also the mental health 
of all age groups; it has not discriminated. It has been a traumatic experience for not only individuals, families and 
communities across the state of Western Australia, but also people across the globe, who have endured this level 
of experience, which is unprecedented. That is why I am extremely proud to be part of the McGowan government. 
I commend Minister Cook for giving the highest priorities to our healthcare system. If we look at the current 2021 
budget, we see that it has some historic investments and a record commitment of $1.2 billion into Western Australia’s 
health system. This is one of the largest increases in health spending in Western Australia’s history and will go on 
to have a greater impact in maintaining our world-class healthcare system that I am proud to say we have in the 
southern corridor of Perth. The families in my electorate of Jandakot will be the beneficiaries of this investment in 
health and mental health services, which will help deliver services and address the shortfalls with more healthcare 
staff, more beds and more services. 
Members in this house may know that Fiona Stanley Hospital is one of the best hospitals in Australia, with cutting-edge 
technology such as the da Vinci robotic surgery system. Obviously, one of the best highlights of the feedback I have 
received from community members and the new mums who have used the birthing facility at Fiona Stanley is that 
they rave about the infrastructure that is available in close proximity to Jandakot. The extra funding that we all referred 
to in this budget represents a generational change in health spending and will make health and mental health services 
even more accessible for families in my electorate. I would like to further enhance the way these numbers have an 
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impact on certain outcomes that have been of serious concern. One of the highlights is the target of $100 million, 
which will be used to enhance better efficiencies in emergency departments to help shorten patients’ waiting times 
and obviously relieve much of the ambulance congestion. Furthermore, an additional almost half a billion dollars will 
go towards mental health, alcohol and other drug services. This will boost the opening of an additional 332 beds 
across Western Australia’s hospitals and will be supported by 100 new doctors and 500 new nurses. More good news 
for the residents in my community is that the budget has also funded an additional $24.6 million to establish new 
mental health emergency services, including one in the City of Armadale, and $12.5 million for a purpose-built 
20-bed alcohol and other drug withdrawal rehabilitation facility in the Perth metropolitan area. This one is really 
close to me and one for which I commend the Minister for Health—funding to establish a 10-bed youth-specific 
step-up, step-down community health service in the Perth metropolitan area, which will be supported by a 24/7 
psychosocial and clinical support system for our young community members. Most importantly, $35.6 million has 
been allocated to implement new staffing models, including $4.8 million towards additional staff for patient 
monitoring in waiting areas at Perth Children’s Hospital. 
To remind people, on Tuesday I asked the Minister for Health, Hon Roger Cook, how the $1.9 billion of additional 
funding outlined in the recent state budget would contribute towards the campaign to grow Western Australia’s 
health workforce. Obviously, I asked the Minister for Health this question because many of my constituents are 
nurses. In fact, in the 2016 census, the most chosen response to “occupation” in Piara Waters was “hospital worker”. 
Anecdotally, from my experience doorknocking in the area, I believe this number will increase by the time the next 
census results are released shortly. Piara Waters has become a hotspot for nurses. There are over 213 nurses registered 
in Piara Waters that I know of, and many more of my constituents are workers who have come from the UK or Ireland 
either as residents or people who have done training with the National Health Service before migrating to Australia. 
Nurses such as Jissmon Jose and Tojo Thomas are both great supporters of the McGowan government. During the 
2021 election, they campaigned strongly by helping me not just to doorknock but also spread the word on how the 
McGowan government has kept Western Australians safe and strong. 

Another close friend of mine Raveesh John, who is also a nurse and who lives in my electorate, recently led the 
Ortho Sistas riding team for the MACA 200 Ride for Research, for which I was glad to play a part. His team raised 
over $100 000 for cancer research at the Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research. I want to convey my many 
thanks to Susan and the team at Ortho Sistas for including me in this journey moving forward. 

I would also like to thank the many more nurses from our much-loved Malayalee community whose community 
language school opened at Aspiri Primary School in Piara Waters on the weekend. I was delighted to attend and 
be involved with the principal of the Aspiri Primary School, Noel Morgan; the member for Riverton, Dr “Jags”, 
and Councillor Shanavas Peter. A big thank you and a shout-out also goes to Rajesh Paul from Malayalam Mission 
Australia and to all the other amazing volunteers on the day. I would also like to give a plug and a mention to 
the Perth United Malayalee Association, the Tamil Association of Western Australia, the Malayalee Association 
of Western Australia and all the Malayalee community groups and volunteers who contributed to getting the 
Malayalam Community Language School into its new home. 

I digress with purpose, but back to my question to the minister about growing Western Australia’s health workforce 
as part of the $1.9 billion package. His response is again worthy of reinforcing. A further $71.6 million will be 
invested to employ more doctors, nurses and midwives to address the shortages arising from COVID-19. It was 
intriguing to hear that a further $2 million was set aside for an advertising campaign that began on the weekend, 
aimed at boosting the recruitment of healthcare workers. This is part of a broader campaign called Belong, which will 
be running on multiple platforms, and will be run both interstate and overseas. The overseas advertising will run 
alongside footage that highlights the wonderful lifestyle that we enjoy in Western Australia. I know firsthand why 
the migrants that I speak to in my community talk about their reasons for choosing Western Australia; it is for the 
same reason—the lifestyle and what it has to offer. The Belong campaign will feature many different healthcare 
workers in health facilities all across the state to highlight WA Health’s multidisciplinary, collaborative and dynamic 
working environment. As the minister said, that campaign footage was shot in our hospitals utilising actual healthcare 
workers and featuring them working in their environment—real staff, in real hospitals, showcasing the incredible 
work they do every day. For that, I personally would like to convey my many thanks for their contributions over 
the last two and a half years. The adverts are available on YouTube under WA Health. I highly recommend that 
members look at them. They are a great representation of our state and the amazing health workers we have in our 
system. The Belong campaign is one of the key planks of investment in the workforce attraction and retention strategy 
for WA Health. The campaign also includes a dedicated refresher program to support enrolled nurses, registered 
nurses and midwives with registration requiring recency of practice to return to the workforce. The government has 
committed to employing 1 100 graduate nurses in 2021 and 1 200 graduate nurses in 2022 to futureproof our local 
health worker skills capacity. 
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I refer to the Minister for Health’s statements that WA Health has seen an extra 15 midwives come on board as part 
of the most recent group of students, and an extra 42 nurse graduate places have been added to specialise in midwifery 
as part of our GradConnect program. WA Health’s recruitment drive has already seen almost 1 000 new nurses and 
midwives join the WA health system. Furthermore, over 150 doctors have come from Ireland and the UK since 
January this year. In 11 months we have seen this drive create a positive response. Again, I would like to reiterate 
the minister’s unbelievable achievement. The minister should be very proud of the progress of the campaign. The 
McGowan government is committed to making sure that our world-class health system is an amazing place to work 
and has some of the very best doctors and nurses working within it. The Belong campaign will go a long way to 
achieving those goals. I would like to encourage the many nurses from Australia or with an international background 
in my electorate to get involved with the Belong recruitment campaign for hospital workers by sharing the campaign 
with their friends, family, and former colleagues. If anyone has any interesting ideas for recruitment, get in touch 
with my office and I will share that information with the minister’s office to improve the recruitment drive and help 
us with what we aim to achieve in a very short period. 

Members, I would like to finish my time today by giving a brief update to the house and my constituents on the 
progress of the McGowan government’s Indian COVID crisis relief grants. In May 2021, at the peak of the Indian 
COVID crisis, with over 350 000 new cases recorded a day, the McGowan government announced that a $2 million 
grant package would be available to WA organisations, with partners on the ground in India that could quickly 
provision those in need in India. I can update that our $2 million package has contributed to life-saving equipment all 
across India, such as an 800-litre-a-minute oxygen generation plant in Uttarakhand; critical care hospital equipment in 
Jammu; mobile medical units for hard to reach rural areas in Rajasthan, Tripura, and the Sundarbans in West Bengal; 
as well as eight ventilators for hospitals, including four paediatric ventilators and one neonatal unit to deal with the 
startling increase in the number of children requiring ventilation during hospitalisation from COVID- 19. 

In a letter my office received from the Sikh Association of Western Australia, the President of the Delhi Sikh 
Gurdwara Management Committee, Mr Manjinder Singh Sirsa, expressed his organisation’s heartfelt gratitude to 
the people and leaders of WA. Just today, I received word from Kerala state that the Indian COVID-19 crisis relief 
grants have successfully delivered 30 German oxygen concentrators and five ventilators for hospitals across all 
14 districts of Kerala state. The handover function will be next week at the Kerala Legislative Assembly and 
Healing International have asked to convey their gratitude to the Western Australian government for the timely 
allocation of funds extended to India at a very critical juncture in the pandemic. Likewise, I would like to thank 
Premier McGowan for his advocacy and friendship to India; Minister Buti and the Office of Multicultural Interests, 
which has administered the program, particularly Said Padshah; the Indian Society of Western Australia and all 
the WA Indian community organisations for their contribution towards COVID relief services in India. 
To our friends and family in India, where, thankfully, the worst of the virus seems to have passed, I say “surakshit rahen 
bhaiyon aur bahanon”. This is an appropriate moment to remind everyone of the importance of vaccination. This 
is not just a health program but the right thing to do to protect members of our communities, families, and friends. 
If you have not already, please make a booking at Roll Up for WA today. A new government vaccination clinic is 
open at Armadale Central Shopping Centre that I attended over the weekend with Minister Cook; Minister Buti; 
Hugh Jones, the member for Darling Range; and the one and only “Spud King” Tony Galati. This location makes 
it convenient for Jandakot families in Forrestdale, Harrisdale and Piara Waters. I just received a note today letting 
me know that the community organisation called BAPS Charities has received permission from WA Health to run 
mobile vaccination clinics aimed at culturally and linguistically diverse communities across WA. Once again, I say 
please Roll Up for WA, protect yourself and those you love. 
I commend the bill to the house and wish it a swift passage through both houses for the betterment of all 
Western Australians. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House). 
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